
1998 DREDGING ~ The exact date (year) may be incorrect. 
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The purpose of the 1998? Dredging was to increase the depth of the lake at the north end. This was ineffective for several reasons: 

 

1. The bottom of the lake is determined by a limestone slab with, at that time, little sediment. The dredge used suction and a pump 

and therefore was not capable of breaking the limestone. This was probably a good thing because it the limestone seal was 

breached, we might have lost water reducing the lake level. 

 

2. A settling pond was dug on a property north of  Winneshiek Road. The pumping distance was about 3,000ft with an elevation 

above the Willow Lake nominal surface of 90ft. A booster pump was placed between the dredge and the settling pond. A large 

dredge might be capable of pumping this distance and elevation, but the challenge exceeded the dredge capability. Very little 

spoils were removed. 

 

3. The cost of the project was about $70,000. 
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